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THE APPLICATION & RULES GOVERNING
THE
ACADEMIC AWARDS
The Zarathushti Heritage & Cultural Center
8787 West Airport Boulevard, Houston,  TX 77071

AN OVERVIEW
The Seventh World Congress 2000 held in Houston, Texas, was co-hosted by The Zoroastrian Association of Houston (ZAH) and Federation of Zoroastrian Association of North America (FEZANA).  The success of Congress 2000 can be measured in many aspects; one being that it provided us with a residual positive balance of funds. These funds were equally divided between ZAH & FEZANA with a decision that they would be used to preserve the history of the Congress 2000 and to recognize the academic achievers in our community. A start-up-team of was formed to organize, preserve & disburse these funds via the
“Congress 2000 Legacy Awards”
THE PLAN
The Congress 2000 Legacy Awards will recognize young Zoroastrian students who are studying at the University level and who have achieved excellence as students in their scholastic studies, in extra- curricular activities and who have made substantial contribution to Zoroastrian community affairs in the local community. 

In November ZAH lost one of  their talented youth member Cyrus Rohinton Desai to cancer. Cyrus had 
just  graduated from Klein High School in Houston and was all prepped up for an exciting life in college 
when tragedy struck  him. This brilliant student, a loving son and brother, Cyrus will be remembered for 
his leadership, his courage and his sense of humor and will be missed. 


Hence at the ZAH 2008 AGM it was announced that ONE of the Legacy Awards would be named the 
CYRUS  ROHINTON DESAI scholarship and  it be given to a youth going to college for the FIRST year, 
because all that Cyrus wanted was to attend a college, even if it was for a day.
This is the 4th  - 2010!
Grant Awardees for 2007 - Nikita Bhappu & Veera Sidhwa
Grant Awardees for 2008 - Darayus Byramjee & Zarina Pundole
Grant Awardees for 2009 - Naomi Bhappu & Hormazd Minwalla
Completed applications must be sent to:
The Chair

Congress 2000 Legacy Award Committee

      [homi@davierinc.com]

THE AWARD CRITERIA
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

(i) Family must be a member of Zoroastrian Association of Houston for two years.
· One parent should be a Zoroastrian

· Student should be enrolled or applied as full time student in a college, university or other institution.

(ii) Student member should  be a ZAH member for one calendar year 
· One parent should be a Zoroastrian

· Student should be enrolled or applied as full time students in a college, university or other institution.
AWARD CRITERIA

The Awards for this year will be two awards of $1000 each.
A plan will be formulated for loans to be introduced as a criterion. These loans will be based on the earnings of the original fund’s activities.
Finally, a need based criteria will be introduced and may be considered on an individual basis as the cash income increases.

JUDGING CRITERIA
Congress 2000 Legacy Awards are merit based and will be awarded to recognize academic excellence.
Applicants are evaluated on all of the following criteria:

· Academic record
· Essay response

· Community service

· Extracurricular activities

· Letters of recommendations

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
· Application forms will be available from the ZAH website:  http://www.zah.org 
· Applications must be submitted electronically 
· It is the responsibility of each applicant to ensure their application is: 
(a) Complete in its information dissemination
(b) A maximum not to increase 5 pages; and  
(c) Dated no later than  June 1st of each year
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APPLICATION TO BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN JUNE 1 OF EACH YEAR

DECLARATION OF APPLICANT.  

Acknowledgement

i) 
I certify that the information provided on this application is complete to the best of my 
knowledge. I affirm that I will use the funds obtained as a result of this application solely for 
expenses related to attendance at the institution named above.

ii) 
I understand that ZAH may give a loan interest-loan and it is recommended that once I become an earning member of our society I will make a voluntary contribution to the extent of the loan. It is recommended that one may contribute in addition to the loan amount, so that the corpus may grow and benefit other Zarathushti students like you.
iii)
I further understand that if I receive a low interest loan, I will be required to start repaying the loan in suitable installments within six months after I complete my studies and become an earning member of the society, 

I have read and understand the instructions and declare that all information provided is true and complete; I will be a full-time student at the institution named for the period.
_________________________________________SIGNATURE
_________________________________________PRINT FUL NAME

_________________________________________DATED

INFORMATION ON APPLICATIONS WILL REMAIN PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL AND WILL BE USED FOR THE PURPOSES IT IS MEANT. ONLY MEMBERS OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE WILL BE PRIVELEGED TO SE IT.  

ZAH, ITS OFFICERS, THE SELECTION COMMITTEE AND THE LEGACY TEAM WOULD BE HELD HARMLESS FOR ANY INFORMATION THAT MAY END UP IF LEAKED. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT AN APPLICANT BE AWARE OF THIS BEFOFRE MENTIONING ANYTHING IN AN APPLICATION WHICH MAY CAUSE ANY HARM TO ONE’S FAMILY AND/OR SELF. 
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Award Application
Application to be completed by the applicant in its entirety

Name

______________________________________________________________



 
(First)



(Middle)


(Last)


Mailing Address
______________________________________________________________




(Street Address)




______________________________________________________________




(City)



(State)


(Zip Code)




Phone: (   )_________________
email:____________________________


Permanent Address____________________________________________________________


(If Different)



______________________________________________________________




(City)



(State)


(Zip Code)


Date of Birth
_____________________
  Place of Birth
__________________________

               Name of Parents ____________________   Address of Parents _______________________

               _____________________________________________________________________________
Name of institution you are seeking admission or enrolled in    _________________________

Major:
______________________________


Career Interests/ Intended Profession or degree______________________________________
Presently enrolled (circle one)      No
 First year
Junior
   Sophomore 
Final

\

I   Educational Information

List chronologically all colleges, professional schools or other institutions of higher education you have attended, starting from secondary or high school.  
Transcripts must include a cumulative GPA. ATTACH TRANSCRIPTS (last 3 years)

Name of institution      Location
Dates of Attendance 
Degree/Diploma  
    Grades


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

  
List all honors, awards, scholarships received.  Specify year and duration.      
               ________________________________________________________________________

               ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


II.   EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
List participation in debates, drama, athletics, music, school organizations and student councils including offices held during the past five years.  Specify time periods and your accomplishments.

Non- Zoroastrian___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


Zoroastrian________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


III.   COMMUNITY SERVICE
List activities that demonstrate your service to the community, e.g. visiting hospitals, shelters, soup kitchens, cleaning prayer halls, youth activities.  Include activities in the past five years, specifying the duration of each. 

             Non-Zoroastrian ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

              Zoroastrian___________________________________________________________________
                _____________________________________________________________________________

              _______________________________________________________________________________

IV. 
ESSAY

What is your vision for the Zarathushti community in the next decade? What role do you see for yourself in this vision and your plans after graduation? (Do not exceed 500 words)
V. 
AWARD NOTIFICATION

Applicants that are awarded scholarships will be notified latest by end of July of each year. 
VI. 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Please list below the three persons as references who will send recommendations and state their relationship to you. At least one person must be a teacher who has had you in class and one who can attest to your community service record and one letter from a ZAH member. Letters are to be emailed directly by the person to the Congress Legacy chair <homi@davierinc.com>

1. _________________________________________________________________________


    Name





2. ________________________________________________________________________


    Name


3. _________________________________________________________________________


    Name

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR LOW-INTEREST LOAN

 (NOT REQUIRED FOR MERIT)

Check appropriate box

Are you living: 
alone_____ with parent/relative _____ university residence____


Do you file a U.S. or Canadian tax return?
Yes________
No___________


Are you claimed as a dependent on parents or other relatives? Please specify


___________________________________________________________________________

              ___________________________________________________________________________


Expected cost of tuition for year of application 
________________________________


Expected housing cost
______________________________________________________


Other expected expenses such as textbooks, student fees, etc. __________________________


Anticipated costs (food, child care etc).  ___________________________________________


Total cost (add all 4 above categories)   ___________________________________________


List all scholarships, grants, fellowships, assistantship you will be receiving NEXT year


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


Expected income from jobs  (1)____________________  (2)  __________________________


List other financial resources like family support (specify approximate amounts)   

____________________________________________________________________________


List loans that you or your family will be incurring (specify source and amount) 


_____________________________________________________________________________


Please explain your need for this scholarship. Include any special circumstances that you feel 
should be taken into consideration when reviewing your application.  Attach additional sheet if 
necessary.

               ______________________________________________________________________________

               ______________________________________________________________________________

               ______________________________________________________________________________

              Please indicate approximate Parents income.(circle one)


under $50,000,     $50,000-$100,000,     $100,000-$200,000,     over $300,000






1
PAGE  
4

[image: image1]